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Do you havean e ementary or middle school-aged
childwho hasdifficulty reading? If so, let metell you
about afree, fun, onlinereading tool that hasreally

helped my child.

Approximately two yearsago, my youngest son
Franklyn had started fifth gradeand | had just cometo
work for PEATC. Heand | wereinvited to beapart
of aliteracy pilot programjointly developed by
PEATCandtheHelen A. Kdlar Institutefor Human
disAbilitiesat George Mason University (GMU). The
mission of LiteracyAccessOnline(LAQO) wasto
develop, test and refineauniversally accessible, web-
based literacy learning tool for studentswith disabilities
ages9through 14. LAOisavailableat no chargeto
anyonewith acomputer and I nternet access. L ocated
at www.literacyaccessonline.com, thesteisrichwith
information and instructiona materid for youto
browseat your leisure.

LAO Story Builder

Inthisarticle, | am going towak you through Story
Builder. Thisisthe part of the site that was of particu-
lar interest to my son. Story Builder letsyou and the
reader create astory to usewith the other toolsin
LAO. A story can either be completely original with
scanned in picturesor it can be copied and pasted
from other websites.

Because Story Builder allowsyouto choosethetopic
and content, you can build astory around asubject
that ismeaningful toyou. content If the reader wants
tolearntoread using astory about Michael Jordan or
MiaHamm, he or she can create astory about
Michadl Jordan or MiaHammthemselves. This

BeaStory
Builder!

authentic learning aspect makesL AO extremely
flexibleand appropriatefor al ages. For example, a
14 year old boy who islearning to read may not want
toread stories at the second gradelevel. Hecan
create hisown story with Story Builder about what-
ever hechooses.

Here'showtoget to Story Builder:
» Go to www.literacyaccessonline.com
andlogin (if you areafirst time user
youwill havetojoin beforeyou can
access Story Builder)

* Onceyou areloggedintothesite,
select "Literacy Explorer” fromthetop
navigation bar and then choose" Story
Sdlector” fromthe new navigation
options

* Scroll down the page and sel ect
"Build A Story" and that will takeyou
tothestart of Story Builder

* From hereyou can chooseto build a
new story or to review storiesthat you
previoudy created.

If you chooseto createanew story, Story Builder will
first let you seethebasic structure the story will follow.
It givesyou word and sentence per pagelimits. There
isalsoareminder to save picturesto aseparatefileon
thehard driveto be submitted along withthefina
story. Story Builder isvery user-friendly and has
clearly marked input areasfor information about the
story you arecreating.



You can get help with:

* Searching for story content on Web
Thisoption offershelptothosetrying to
find Web pageswith text and graphicsto
useinyour story

* Including picturesinyour story At this
location you learn how to include pictures
inyour story that you may import from
anyplace ontheweb by using Story
Builder

» Copying and pasting reading contact
Whereyou chooseto learn how to copy
and paste reading content from any web
pageinto the Story Builder.

Thewholesteisamazing. Theingtructionsareclear,
conciseand easy tofollow. Themany thingstodoto
enhancethe storieslike computer programsfor
sounding out word meaningsarequite helpful. Instruc-
tion on how to makethe computer do what you want
ittodo, like"copy" and"paste” aregreat practicefor
usein other partsof the computer whereeverything
isn't spelled out for you. And, most important, moving
around the siteiseasy and non-threatening. Not once
inmy explorationwas| jettisoned off thesiteto have
to find my way back nor did | get locked out of where
| wanted to be. | remember my son liking thispart
whenweworked together on the pilot. Now, |
understand why. Thissiteiseducationd, exciting,
interesting and enticing --all at thesametime!
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