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The federd government has made learning to reed a
priority for children. I’'m sure that everyone has heard
the pledge by government officids that ‘every child will
read well and read independently by the end of third
grade” Wdll, that pledge is not going to happen unless
teaching reading and literacy skills happens a home as
wdl as school.

Learning to read is not
automdtic; it's not some-

thing that just happens.

People need to make a ’ Th? majority of
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encountered. In short, - National
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From birth you should

talk to your child. Though he or she may not under-
gand what you are saying, the baby will begin to
understand how language works and redlize that it is
something they should learn to do aswell. Reading to
your child is dways good no matter what the age. But
this should start early, too.

Becoming a
Reader

When you read abook to a child, Iet the two of you
become part of the book. Use
gpecia voicesfor certain charac-
ters, let your child see the pictures,
point out interesting things, or turn
the pages. At the first stages of
reading it's very important to make
‘storytime’ an interactive project.

Asthe child grows and beginsto
recognize lettersand 9gns (eg., a
stop sign), you should continue to make as much as
possible interactive. When you come across a stop
sgn, you should point out things like: it has four
letterson it, thefirdt letter isan s, and then explain
what the word stop means and why the Sgn isthere.
This does not only apply to Street Signs, it works just
aswell with abox of cered at the breskfast table.

Predictable stories are another way to make
dorytime interactive. For example, when you have
read/told astory like The Three Little Pigs to your
child so many times that he or she knowsit by heart,
he or she will enjoy playing the part of the pigs or the
wolf.

Asthe child continues to grow,
he or she will most likely pretend
to read books and pretend to
write things like his or name.
Encourage dl of this Writing
playsahugerolein learning to
read. Everyone likesto read
things thet they, themsdlves, wrote. Encourage your
child's attempts to write. 1t may not be worthy of a




Pulitzer Prize, but it will lead to better educationa
outcomes for him or her.

Teachers of young children are well aware of the
important role reading playsin the life of achild. They
are also aware that you, the child's parents, play a
mgor role in developing those skills. Help your child
from the beginning and he may not need as much help
later on.
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