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Literacy skillsare necessary for childrento succeedin
school. Thisistruefor al students. Programsto assist
studentswithout disabilitiesinlearningtoread are
widdy available. However aqudity literacy program
for studentswith disabilitiesismuch harder tofind.
Equally hardtofind aretipsfor parentsto usewhen
workingwith older children.

School-Age
Literacy

watchestelevison. Usefavoritetelevison showsto
discussidesas, characters, and story lines. Asyour
child growsolder, youmay evenfind that you both
enjoy the same shows. Watch them together and
discussthem afterward. Talkingand discussion can
help your child devel op abetter understanding of the
program and beaspringboard for other creative
activities

Literacy websitestendtogive
parentsideas about how they can
foster alove of reading and books

Computers do
have a motiva-

Try making your own TV show. Haveyour
childlook at the TV whenitisturned off, or
just ablank wall. Asyou read, encourage
your childto create mental imagesof what

ininfantsand young children, but tional usein youaresaying. Thishelpschildrento
thereisanoticesbledropin reading instruc- | attachmeaningsand picturestowords.
information a)%n how toteach tion You can, of course, vary the content of

childrenfrom4™ through 8
grades. Itisimportant to continue
to encourage alove of thewritten

National Reading

what you arereading sothat itisat the
correct reading level for thechildand it

Panel | nhiquesher interest.

word. With alittlebit of creetivity,
you can use many of thesame
strategiesthat arerecommended for younger children.

Many children, and even dightly older children, enjoy
listeningto othersread to them. But whileyoumight
read Dr. Seuss books or Pat the Bunny to ayounger
child, you could read Sportslllustrated, the newspa
per, or Harry Potter to an older child. Using your
child’'sowninterestsisapowerful tool for nurtur-
ingaloveof reading. Let your child’sinterestslead
youin choosing what toread. The Goosebumps
seriesby R.L. Stinemay betoo scary for achild
when sheisthird grade but attitudes change and
these books may bethegreatest for afourth
grader.

Older childrenwho are struggling readersor who
don’t read are often rel uctant to participatein any
reading or writing activity. Here'sanideaif your child

Another thing you can doisto encourage
your child towritelettersor email. Thisshowsthat
writing hasapurpose. When theletter isanswered, it
will reinforcethat reading isfor morethan just some
booksat school. (Asanadded bonus, thiscan help
draw appreciation from the correspondent, such asa
grandmother!)

Writing aletter or anemail are
two of theoptional activities
avalableintheLiteracyAccess
Online(LAO) project. LAOisa
project being devel oped by
PEATC andtheHelen A. Kdllar
Ingtitutefor Human disAbilities
(KIHd) at George Mason
University. Oneof the purposesof theprojectisto
offer support to parentsor otherswhen they are
teaching astudent with disabilitiestoread.



Parentsareachild’ sbest teacher but they, many times,
do not feel adequately prepared totake onthat rolein
academic subjects. LAO hasbeen developedto help
them feel adequately prepared. LAO isasupport
systemthat attemptsto offer “just-in-time” idess,
teaching methods, and hintswhenyou or your childis
frustrated.

TheLAO Story Bank containsdifferent storieswith
built-in activitiesto helpyour child learntoread. There
areprereading activities such asaPicture Wak and
postreading activitiessuch asawordfind. Thereare
also many activitiesthat you can chooseto usewitha
story that was not selected fromthe LAO Story Bank.

One of themost recent additionsto the LAO website
isthe Story Builder toal. It allowsastudent tobuilda
personal story on any chosen topic by using pictures
and written content from different websites. A student
can aso use her own picturesand her ownwriting to
createabiography.

TheLAO websiteislocated at
www.literacyaccessonline.comanditisfree. Registra-
tionisrequired so that we can provideyou with
specificinformation and to hel p you keep track of
your student(s).
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