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“The beautiful thing
about learning is that
no one can take it away
from you.”
-B.B. King
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Important Laws and Court Cases that
have Shaped Special Education:
•

Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act (1973)makes it illegal to discriminate,
in any activity or program that is
federally funded, because of a
disability. Requires schools that
receive federal money to provide
a free, appropriate education to
people with a disability no matter
how severe.

•

Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) (1975)a law that guarantees services to
children with disabilities
throughout the United States. The
IDEA governs the way states and
public agencies provide special
education, early intervention, and
related services to children with
disabilities.

•

•

Virginia Department of
Protection & Advocacy
(VOPA) v. Stewart (2011)Supreme Court maintains that
VOPA can sue state to fulfill job
as advocates for people with
disabilities.
J.S. v. Isle of Wight VA Sch.
Bd. (2005)- Found that money
damages are not available.
Congress intended children with
disabilities to get a free and
appropriate education (FAPE)
without money compensation.

(Source: Wrightslaw, 2014)
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