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Dear Webinar Participant, 
Thank you for choosing “Virginia’s NEXT STEPS Transition Program for Families, Youths, and Professionals: Building Effective Partnerships and Accessing Resources.“  Our hope is to build foundational understanding of secondary transition among families, self-advocates, educators and adult service providers, while instilling the heart of partnership.  When participants begin to understand their unique role in successful transitions, partnerships can be formed to share the journey.

The following information contains the case studies and fieldwork for each webinar.  This information combined with the three webinars (viewed in their entirety) are necessary to complete CEU, CEC and Participant Certification credits.

Once you have participated in each webinar and completed the related fieldwork, please send final submissions to Catherine Burzio burzio@peatc.org for review.  When all elements are complete, participants seeking credit will receive their respective certificate.  (As you work through the fieldwork, please note we are looking for quality and thought of work, not necessarily quantity.)

We look forward to working with you through the process of secondary transitions.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.

Catherine Burzio

Transition Coordinator, PEATC

burzio@peatc.org
“Virginia’s NEXT STEPS Transition Program for Families, Youths, and Professionals: Building Effective Partnerships and Accessing Resources.“

WEBINAR ONE:  Laying the Groundwork for Transition

Learning Objectives: Participants will be exposed to;
· The fundamentals of transition planning within IDEA. (education, training, employment, independent living skills)
· The foundations of partnership development within a team. (Core Values of Partnership)
· The roles and responsibilities of each partner.

· How to develop the PLOP including goals and objectives on transition.
Presenters:

Cathy Healy, Director of Training for PEATC

Katherine M. Wittig, Program Specialist-Transition/Training and Technical Assistance Center at VCU
Summary:

In webinar one, participants will be provided with an overview of the IDEA 04 Transition amendments and the need for the development of measurable post secondary goals. Using a case study the transition expert will guide the participants in the development of post secondary goals laying the groundwork for transition planning under the IDEA.  Transition team member roles will be distinguished and the basics of partnership development will be explored. 

Case Study

Johnny is a 9th grade student with mild learning disabilities and other health impairments.  He is accessing the general education curriculum with the goal of achieving a standard or modified diploma.  He enjoys music.  His parents do not know where to begin transition planning.  Johnny would like to attend college and live in a dorm, but his health conditions are of concern.  Johnny’s special education case manager has never developed transition goals before as this is the first full year as a special education case manager.  Johnny’s PLOP does not contain information about vocational or career interests at this time.

Fieldwork

*Review at least one online source for a skills and interest assessment for students.  For more in depth understanding of skills and interests assessments – take the assessments personally or ask a student to complete the process with you. For example: http://www.kuder.com
*Contact at least one college or university disability coordinator to see what process is in place to support students with disabilities in that college or university.  For example: http://www.ahead.org (Association for Higher Education and Disability) Helpful Hint: Community colleges may be more accessible than four year institutions regarding time spent assisting you in your knowledge search.

http://www.heath.gwu.edu  HEATH Resource Center: Online clearinghouse on postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities.

“Virginia’s NEXT STEPS Transition Program for Families, Youths, and Professionals: Building Effective Partnerships and Accessing Resources.“

WEBINAR TWO:  Exploring the future and creating a timeline

Learning Objectives: Participants will be exposed to;
· An overview of the Rehabilitation Act, including the Vocational Rehabilitation system

· An overview of a coordinated set of activities IDEA and adult serving agencies.
· An introduction to the transference of rights for the child.  (available in resource section)
Presenters:
Cathy Healy, Director of Training for PEATC

Kathy Wittig, Program Specialist-Transition/Training and Technical Assistance Center at VCU
Erica Lovelace, VA Department of Rehabilitative Services
Summary:

In webinar two, participants will explore the role of Vocational Rehabilitation as it relates to students currently receiving IDEA services and those who will soon be exiting IDEA services. A discussion of when adult services are included in the transition process and what their roles and responsibilities are will take place. Participants will learn about agency processes, eligibility rules, and when to begin applying for services. Information regarding the age of majority for students who are about to turn age 18 will be introduced. 

Case study

Ivy is a 16 year old in her first year of high school.  A student with intellectual disabilities and muscle atrophy (physical disabilities); Ivy requires physical adaptations, as well as, curriculum modifications to access the general curriculum.  Ivy is unsure what she wants to do after high school.  Her parents understand she will need some type of job coaching or supported employment, but who can they turn to for assistance?  The school has directed the family to contact the local VR and CIL representatives.  These agencies may be able to help them decide what kind of assistive technologies, training and support and independent living skills might be available. Ivy will need these foundational transition skills to become a contributing member of her community.

Fieldwork
*Identify two agencies serving adults with disabilities and the application process for each.

*Identify one student beginning or in transition who may need VR support post high school – begin thinking about a transition portfolio with this student.

“Virginia’s NEXT STEPS Transition Program for Families, Youths, and Professionals: Building Effective Partnerships and Accessing Resources.“

WEBINAR THREE:  Challenging Tradition through Life Long Learning & Economic Empowerment 
Learning Objectives: Participants will be exposed to:
· What is meant by “Life Long Learning?” (Career/Tech Education, College, Adult Education, Apprenticeship, etc…)
· Innovative Options for Life Long Learning (Dual Enrollment, Paying for learning, post-high school special education options, Adult Education, Distance Learning, etc…)

· Economic empowerment as an essential part of life long learning.
Presenters: 

Cathy Healy, Director of Training, PEATC

Liz Getzel, VCU
Michael Morris, DI-National Cooperative Business Development Corporation

Participants will hear about a range of post secondary education options, the need for life long learning in a 21st century global economy, and be presented with strategies  for maximizing IDEA services. A presentation on how to prepare for life long economic security will follow. Case studies will be presented.

Case study
There is not a case study for webinar three.

Fieldwork 
*Search at least one online resource for accessing grants and scholarships for continued education for students with disabilities.

*Identify at least two businesses in your local community who would partner in offering careers or apprenticeships for students with disabilities

*Identify the funding authority in your state which has oversight for Individual Development Accounts.
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